ALETHA MAYBANK, MD, MPH
CHIEF HEALTH EQUITY OFFICER AND GROUP VICE PRESIDENT
American Medical Association (AMA)
Aletha Maybank, MD, MPH currently serves as the Chief HealthEquity Officer and
Group Vice President for the American Medical Association (AMA) where she
focuses on embedding health equity across all the work of the AMA and leading the
Center for HealthEquity. She joined the AMA in April 2019, to launch AMA’s Center
for Health Equity as their inaugural Chief Health Equity Officer. Prior to joining the
AMA, Dr. Maybank served as the Founding Deputy Commissioner for the Center for
Health Equity at the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (2014). Aimed
at strengthening equity efforts and transforming organizational culture, the Center
became a model of success recognized by NYC leadership, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and the World Health Organization. She was instrumental in
infusing equity at the neighborhood level and advancing the Department’s placebased approach to addressing health inequities. She also set precedence with
groundbreaking work at the Office of Minority Health in the Suffolk County
Department of Health Services (2006) while serving as the Founding Director.
Dr. Maybank has taught medical and public health students on topics related to
health inequities, public health leadership and management, physician advocacy,
and community organizing in health. In 2012, along with a group of Black woman
physician leaders, Dr. Maybank co-founded "We Are Doc McStuffins", a movement
inspired by the Disney Junior character Doc McStuffins serving to shine a light on
the critical importance of diversity in medicine.
She is a highly sought-after health expert in media appearing on national and
influential media outlets such as NPR, MSNBC, NewsOne, Roland Martin, the Lancet,
Journal of the American Medical Association to name a few. More recently, due to
her leadership in the COVID response efforts, she has been interviewed by Oprah
Winfrey and authored the New York Times Op-ed, “The Pandemic’s Missing Data” to
bring more awareness to the structural inequities in the United States. She
moderates the AMA bi-weekly web series, "Prioritizing Equity” that elevates the
voices and stories of physicians centering equity in COVID-19 response efforts.
Dr. Maybank holds a BA from Johns Hopkins University, a MD from Temple
University School of Medicine, and a MPH from Columbia University Mailman
School of Public Health. She is a pediatrician and preventive medicine/public health
physician.

DWAYNE S. MARSH
PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Northern California Grantmakers
Dwayne S. Marsh assumed the position of President and CEO of Northern California
Grantmakers on September 9, 2020. He brings 27 years of experience in the public,
nonprofit, and philanthropic sectors with a career commitment to advancing racial
and economic equity.
Dwayne recently completed a four-year turn as co-Director of the Government
Alliance on Race and Equity (GARE) and Vice President of Institutional and Sectoral
Change at Race Forward Race Forward. During his tenure, the membership network
of local, regional, and state entities committed to advancing racial equity through
the policies, practices, and public investments grew from just over 20 to nearly 200
participating jurisdictions.
Prior to GARE, Marsh spent six years as a senior advisor in the Office of Economic
Resilience (OER) at the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. There,
he helped advance sustainable planning and development through interagency
partnerships, departmental transformation, and funding initiatives managed
through OER. He was OER’s principal coordinator for a $250 million grant program
and led the development of capacity building resources that reinforced the work of
pioneering grantees in 48 states and the District of Columbia. Under his leadership,
OER prioritized equity as a foundational principal for its planning and investment
initiatives.
Marsh brings to the movement his expertise and considerable experience in
coalition building for regional equity and leadership development for policy change.
He provides technical assistance and capacity building knowledge to equitable
development initiatives that address continuing disparities in affordable housing,
transportation investment, and environmental justice. Before HUD, Marsh spent a
decade at PolicyLink, the national organization committed to economic and social
equity. Before PolicyLink, he directed the FAITHS Initiative for eight years at The San
Francisco Foundation, building a nationally renowned community development and
capacity building program that continues to this day. His career has been defined by
supporting communities traditionally marginalized from full participation in our
economy and society to build power and leverage lasting systems transformation.

KOU THAO, MS, MA
DIRECTOR
Minnesota Department of Health – Center for Health Equity
As Director, Kou Thao works across MDH to provide consultation and training on
how to integrate equity into policies, programs, research and grant-making.
Externally, Kou engages with the community, health partners and policy makers to
advance health equity for communities most impacted by health inequities. Kou
brings over 15 years of experience working within diverse communities, across
sectors and across the country. He holds graduate degrees in psychology (St.
Joseph’s University) and social work (University of Chicago) and is a 2013 Bush
Fellow and a 2014 White House Champion of Change.

RENÉE BRANCH CANADY, PhD, MPA
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Michigan Public Health Institute (MPHI)
Dr. Renée Branch Canady serves as Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of MPHI; a unique
public trust dedicated to advancing population health through public health
innovation and collaboration. In this role she leads the strategic direction of the
organization as they strive to build a world-class infrastructure to support the
Institute’s diverse and progressive program areas and projects, while establishing
and maintaining stakeholder relationships.
Prior to joining MPHI in 2014, Dr. Canady served as Health Officer and Director of
Ingham County Health Department, located in Lansing, Michigan. In that role she
oversaw the county’s statutory responsibility to protect and promote the health of
county residents and lead the expansion of the innovative and nationally known,
Ingham County Health Equity Social Justice program.
Dr. Canady has held faculty and leadership positions within the College of Nursing
and the College of Medicine, Program for Public Health at Michigan State University
where she developed a research trajectory in health disparities and continues to
serve as an assistant professor in the Division of Public Health.
Dr. Canady has been recognized as a national thought leader in the areas of health
inequities and disparities, cultural competence, and social justice. She has published
and presented broadly on these topics and her passion for this work is evident in
her personal, academic, and professional life.
She has served and currently serves on numerous advisory boards including the
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) County Health Rankings Scientific
Advisory Group, the National Collaborative for Health Equity Advisory Committee,
the Institute for Alternative Futures Public Health 2030 project Advisory Group, and
the National 10 Essential Public Health Services Task Force, whose charge is to
update this foundational public health framework.
Dr. Canady serves as the Treasurer on the Board of Directors of the National
Network of Public Health Institutes (NNPHI) and as vice-president on the Ascension
Health System Michigan Market Board. In addition, she serves as a member of the
Ingham County COVID-19 Special Populations Workgroup, and most recently was
appointed by Governor Gretchen Whitmer to serve on the State of MI Coronavirus
Task Force on Racial Disparities.
Dr. Canady has been an outstanding public health advocate, researcher, educator,
and facilitator. She earned her PhD in Medical Sociology from Michigan State
University, a master’s degree in Public Administration from Western Michigan
University and a bachelor’s degree in Public Health Nutrition from the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

